THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
the mining companies are owned by British, French
or Spanish shareholders. According to M. Charles
Reber, in the Paris weekly paper Vendred, Germany
pays for the ores she receives by making a correspond-
ing reduction in the amount she is owed by General
Franco for munitions.
Mr. Vernon Bartlett who recites some of these facts
adds:
'This German penetration in Spanish Morocco will
continue, if General Franco wins, with the consent
of the new Spanish Government. It will continue, if
General Franco loses, without the consent of the
present Spanish Government but also without its active
opposition. It will continue if Herr Hitler chooses to
make the abolition of Articles 141 to 146 of the Ver-
sailles Treaty the condition on which he will refrain
from further intervention in Spain.
'In any of these cases it is clear that Great Britain and
France will lose their feeling of security in the Western
Mediterranean as part of the price of their refusal, at
the outset of the Spanish civil war, to allow the legal
government of Spain to obtain munitions abroad in
the legal and normal way/
The Parliamentary debates as late as April re-
vealed the chaos into which we had been led owing
to the destruction of both of two possible international
codes by the lack of all policy on the part of the British
Government in the recent past. We could have stuck
by the old rule that here was an established and legiti-
mate Spanish Government entitled by international
law to buy arms and war material abroad for its own
protection against internal or external enemies. We
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